Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/23 : CIA-RDP90-00552_ROQ0100620073—4

STAT

ARTICLE APPEARED |
CHRISTIAN 3CIRICE MONITOR

11 March 1982

ON PAGE_ Y3
|

/doseph C. Harsch o

Believing Mr. Haig

. -Secretary of State-Alexander Haig has got ac_redxbxhty
‘problem. - SPsELL A fagelsins Lo
_I.) I was in a group watching the news the other evening. }—Ie
came onthe screen at a congressional hearing. He was being
assertive about- events in: and .affecting-El Salvador. He
pounded the table. Hé declaredin.passionate tones that the-
rebels in El Salvador' are being directed, trained and sup-
| ported from Nicaragua and Cuba. He sa;d h_e’had “over-
- whelming, irrefutable and unchallengeable” ewden_ce.
Well. The tone and choice of words left the.audience less
than totally convinced. -3 civ - o wo re e
.~ Partlyit was because of choice of words, .- .- -5 - -
_- After all, no proposition is unchal.lengeable., {md in poli-
tics few propositions are overwhelming. The evidence, if it .
were massive enough, might be'irrefutable: But Mr. Haig -
. declined to provide the evidence. There is something shaky
about a posltion which is said to be based on irrefutable evi- 1
dence unless the evidence is placed on the table.” . :
. .. Butacouple of days later it was arranged to have the CIA
give a briefing to the members of the Senate and House Intel-
. ligence Committees on outside aid to the Salvadoran insur-:
. gents. The chairman of the House Committee is a Democrat, :
. Edward P. Boland of Massachusetts. After hearing the evi-
_ dence he.committed himself. His formal statement read as
i+ follows:.. . s Lo ,‘w‘ T RS A "
. .. “The insurgents. are: well-trained, well-equipped with
-, modern weapons and supplies, and rely on the use of sites in {
. Nicaragua for command and control and for logistical sup- -
port..The.intelljgence supporting these judgments. provided ‘
to the committee is convincing. . . Sy
.- “Tnere is further evidence that:the Sandinista-Govern-
. ment of Nicaragua is helping train insurgents and is transfer- |
. ring arms and financial support from and through Nicaragua |

. to the insurgents. They are further providing the insirgents

. bases of operation in Nicaragua. Cuban involverient :'.,-“Sspg-“
~.cially in providing arms.—.is. alsoevident. |\ s mesiot wvs ies
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| - Salvador. Perhaps Congress should. But stepping up-US aid

£ That Way of putting it i persuasive” It is ‘Specific. Ti is |
-y carefully phrased. Now.we know what we are talking about.

. Salvadoran insurgents go to Nicaragua where they get train-
13:Ing probably both from Sandinistas and from Cubans. When
... trained they are sent back to El Salvador where they carry
~ -out guerrilla operations probably under radio direction from
.-acommand and cantrol base in Nicaragua, . . -
.. There is no reasonable doubt in my mind that the'weapons’
;- they pick up in Nicaragua or are issued on return t6 ELSalva-
> dor have sometimes come from Cuba, although thefe:dre
**" other sources. Some are captured from Salvadoran govern-
ment forces, and some, it is said, are actually bought from
- those same government sources. - . . ol e
But, there is nothing really new about the above. It has
*.been reported by various American and ‘other newsmen long
* before Secretary Haig made his assertion. It repeats a famil-
iar Central Americanpattern. "~ = - - SRR
" . "“From the end of the Spanish-Empiré in the Americas to
" -the present, insurgencies in Latin’ America have been like
_‘*"'{tl*iis. They - are usually organized; mounted, and supportéd
'“fromoutside. - - AR
5+ Manya “filibustering” expedition (What they used te be '
t~ called in Teddy Roosevelt’s day) -has been mounted from
| _Florida. But if one side in any Central American civil war is
¥:aided from Florida (as in the Bay of Pigs case) the other side -
-* hasto look elsewhere foraid and comfort, <: -: ~: i

3i-“There is certainly. nothing surprising. in'-anything Mr »
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i"f}Boland of Massachusetts reported after listening to the CIA’S

“dossier of evidence, and there is no-difficulty in- believing
1¢ him, “When stated in plain, realistic- terms, .the: case. is
Lrpersuasive, oL elh L B 2L e Lol amas
:“But then we come down to the real question. So what? 2
#-:"This is what we all should be considering and-debating.
i* Mr. Haig’s declaration was intended to persuade Congress to
4 put up more money for more US arms to the ruling junta in El
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> to one- side tends to stimulate more and similar aid. from’
+ - other places to the other side. Are there other options? =21 *.

-#:47 JYes:- You could "enter ‘into negotiations  with. Cuba and |
*:Nicaragua and attempt to. arrive.at a.nenintervention for-

* ‘mula. Or you could blockade the coast of El Salvador. Or you-
5-could tryto get'an internationally supervised efection in El
i, Salva;lor; MYt Tk angag SRR YT
2:72<Would-it not be well to.think through all possibilities for -
%-action before going ahead with a competition in seeing which-}
¢’ side ean pump in the most guns to-eitherside in Et Salvador?;

»>Guns may be the final.answer; but thé ¢ase has not yet been | -

:vaired sufficiently in-a public debate~As yet there'is ho per-'
s‘z.ceiyed nationakconsensus In fact the polls show the pubiic in |
~a highly skeptical mood:: Mr. Haig-is not:
.pe‘rsuasiye. . xY A RN
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